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Chapter 10
RIVER SWARNAMUKHI
Sage Romasa continued :-
With the blessing of Pathala Vinayka, Sage Agasthya
went to Brahmachala to perform penance. The lofty
mountain was covered by a dense forest of Bilwa, Aswatha,
Banyan, Mango, Orange and several other trees,
flower-bearing shrubs and thick bushes. Celestial beings
like Gandharvas, Kinnaras and Kimpurushas had their
habitations there. As the atmosphere was serene several
sages selected that place for building their ashrams. It was
indeed a heaven on earth.
Sage Agastya was reverently welcomed by the sages
there. Requested by them he installed a Siva linga on the
mountain peak. He told the sages that the purpose of his
visit was to bring a sacred river to the region. He undertook
a severe penance. Perturbed by the sage's tapas Brahma
and other gods went to Kailasa and requested Parameswara
to pacify the sage. The Lord of Kailasa told Brahma that
the sage was engaged in the fierce penance for the sole
purpose of bringing a sacred river and make the place lovely
and prosperous. It was time for his selfless endeavour to
become fruitful. The Lord asked Brahma to tell Ganga that
he desired her to fulfil the wish of the sage by forming a
lovely river with its origin in the mountain peak. She should
then follow the course led by the sage. Brahma conveyed
the message to Ganga and soon both of them appeared
before the sage. He was overwhelmed with joy to see them
and to learn the command of the Great God. He requested
Ganga to manifest herself as a river with crystal clear waters.
And Ganga agreed.
Ganga transformed herself as a pretty river on the
summit of the mountain. The spot where Devi appeared
came to be known as Agastya Theertha. The sage led the